
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth: “When Thunder Writes a Letter” is the name of the current 5-week sermon series, which has 
been designed to invite us to explore the major themes of 1 John and how they apply in the life of a disciple 
of Jesus in this day and age.  Today’s sermon, “Life,” is the fifth in the series.  You will find the order of worship 
for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
    9:00 a.m.   Traditional Worship 
    9:45 a.m.    Rummage Sale 
                        Set-Up (until 5:00 p.m.)
  10:05 a.m.   Sunday School
  11:00 a.m.   Contemporary Worship 
    5:00 p.m.   Kids for Christ
    5:00 p.m.   Youth
    5:30 p.m.   Growth Groups
    7:30 p.m.   College Ministry

Monday:
     8:00 a.m.   Rummage Sale 
                         Set-Up (until 8:30 p.m.)
     7:00 p.m.   Boy Scouts
     8:00 p.m.   College Growth Group

In Depth: Sunday 
School classes are 
offered at 10:05 
a.m. for all ages. 
To learn more 
about Adult Sunday 
School classes, call 
Amy Wilson Feltz at 
672-7893 or send 
her an e-mail to 
amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.
org.

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s music 
ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. (The Mission Field has 
been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of the church locally: McMurry University 
(and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

Tuesday: 
     8:00 a.m.  Rummage Sale Set-Up     
     6:00 p.m.  Jubilee Ringers

Wednesday:
     8:00 a.m.  Rummage Sale Set-Up
     2:00 p.m.  Growth Groups
     5:00 p.m.  Rummage Sale Preview Night
     6:30 p.m.  Growth Groups
     7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir

Thursday & Friday: 
     8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. Rummage Sale 

Saturday: 
     8:00 a.m. - Noon       $1 Sack Day

        Have you ever wondered where all of those delicious donuts 
come from every Sunday? No, they don’t just magically appear, nor 
does that hot coffee. Susan Steele and her team make this possible. 
Not only that, but Susan prepares the communion altar and prayer 
tables in the Fellowship Hall, coordinates volunteers for communion 
in the Contemporary Service, and makes sure that all of your favorite 
coffee cream flavors are stocked. Susan Steele is a hospitality volunteer 
extraordinaire, and I have learned so much from watching her lead 
and serve. She spends her Saturday afternoons here at the church, 
setting up the refreshment center and making sure that things are 
good to go on Sunday mornings. She also has the uncanny ability to 
work really hard while not allowing tasks to come before people. I am 
constantly seeing her go above and beyond to meet new people, and 
she always leaves you feeling better about yourself than before. If you 
see Susan this morning, give her a hug, a high-five, or a “pound it” 

and thank her for making Sunday mornings so special. She truly embodies a Christ like hospitality, and our 
community is so much richer and fuller because of her! — Jessica Watson

Connections: Volunteer Spotlight



   Today, each Sunday School class will receive bookmarks with a list of 
names of the children in a  specific class at Aldersgate Academy who can 
be lifted up for prayer over the school year. You will be able to pray for each 
child in your class by name. We can pray for healing, protection, spiritual 
growth, Christ likeness, calmness, family, closeness, family financial needs, 
and any specific needs of each child. 
    Jesus teaches in Luke 11: 9, “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will 

find; knock and the door will be opened to you.”  God wants to give us good gifts, so let us join in a prayer 
mission for teachers, families, and specifically, the students of the Aldersgate Academy.  

3

Financial Peace: New Session Begins October 13
    The next session of Financial Peace University at Aldersgate will begin on Tuesday, October 13th, from 
6:30 to 8 p.m. in the Chapel. Pastor Steve often reminds us that money is the primary thing that competes 
with God for our allegiance. As Jesus put it, the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil. (1 Timothy 
6:10) That’s why we all need a plan for our money. Financial Peace University (FPU) can be that plan! It 
teaches sound ways of handling money through video teaching, class discussions, and interactive small 
group activities. FPU presents biblically based, practical steps to get from where you are to where you’ve 
dreamed you could be financially. This plan will show you how to get rid of debt, manage your money, 
spend and save wisely, and much more! FPU classes meet for around an hour and a half each week for nine 
weeks. If you are interested in participating, please contact Diana Hartmann at (325) 518-1498 or sign up at 
the Welcome Center in the hallway. Grace and Peace!

Rummage Sale:  Volunteer Opportunities
      The phones are ringing off the hook in the office 
with people asking about the Rummage Sale! The 
community looks forward to this every year, and we 
couldn’t do it without everyone pitching in. So, thank 
you in advance for all the ways you volunteer this year! 
A special thank-you goes to the youth for getting the 
tables set up so early. We’re well on our way!     
     The Rummage Sale offers a chance for many 
different volunteer opportunities. Setting up, sorting, 
and princing, making baked goods for the bake sale table, donating items, and working at the sale are just a 
few. There will be people here setting up all day Monday-Wednesday this week (September 28-30), as well 
as on Monday evening. If set-up isn’t for you, you also can work the sale itself. We need cashiers to check out 
people’s purchases as well as people to shuffle items and break down tables during the sale as things come off 
the shelves. Rummage Sale items can be dropped off any time this week, and baked goods can be dropped 
off on Wednesday before 5:00 p.m. 
       Look for Katrina Robinson or Carol Rogers  at the Welcome Center after the service today for more 
information or to sign-up to work, or you can call Katrina  at (325) 725-0517.

Academy Connection: Prayer Action 



When THUNDER Writes a Letter: Life
I John 5:1-5, 13
Sermon Notes

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

Rocky, Nike, and the thrill of Victory:  Life!

Faith and Eternal Life 

The fight for our Life against the world

 Past

 Present

 Future

Life…No more waiting! (John 10:10)



When Thunder Writes a Letter: Life
Growth Group Questions 

Week 3: September 27-October 3, 2015

1.  What is your favorite book or movie about an underdog?  Why do you think it is so  
     easy for us to connect with these types of stories?

2.  Name a time when you won something or overcame an obstacle that really took you 
     by surprise?  What effect has this had on your life since?

3.  Fill in the blank:  If I just had _____________ _____________ I would have more wins in
     my life.  Please explain.

4.  Was there anything about this week’s message, “When Thunder Writes a Letter: 
    Life,” that drew you to the edge of your seat and really got you thinking?
 

 

        (continued on reverse side)



Growth Group Questions Continued

5.  What impact does it have on you that John refers to you and your brothers and sisters  
     in Christ as children of God?  How often do you think of yourself and others in this 
     way?

6.  Read I John 5:3. Which of God’s commands feel burdensome to you? Why do you 
     think this is the case for you?  What do you think about John’s saying that the 
     commands are not burdensome? 

7.  Pastor Steve said, “We often build our security on smaller, worldly victories.  When 
     we start to lose at those things we become insecure, afraid, grasping, depressed and 
     defeated.”  How did this strike you?        

8.  Pastor Steve talked about several barriers of our past, present, and future that keep us
     from the victorious life.  Which one of these barriers resonated with you most?  In what 
     way could the members of your Growth Group help you overcome that barrier? 



Children’s Ministry: New Children’s Choir Director
     I am so pleased to be able to announce that we have a new director for our Children’s Choirs. Kathryn 
Andrews is our new director, and she comes to us with a wealth of experience, both in working with music 
and children. Kathryn went to school at McMurry, where she earned her degree in Music Education. She 
has taught  in Abilene ISD and Breckenridge ISD and most recently was the music teacher at our own 
Aldersgate Academy. You might recognize Kathryn now if you ever come by the church office during 
the week; she is also our church administrator. She keeps us all organized and in line (or at least tries 
to)! Kathryn is married to Chris, who is an 
English professor at McMurry, and they 
have three children: Adalaide, Freida, and 
Joseph. The Andrews’ are faithful members at 
Elmwood West UMC, where Kathryn was the 
Music Director for many years, and we are so 
delighted she is also sharing her talents here 
at Aldersgate. Kathryn teaches choir to our 
Preschoolers - 5th Graders on Sunday nights 
as part of Kids for Christ from 5-7:30 p.m., and 
we would love to have all children join us then! 
— Alayna Brooks

Youth Ministry:  Vulnerability
   Vulnerability. It is a difficult choice to be 
vulnerable, especially when you’re not sure anyone 
could really understand what it is you are going 
through. We all have our struggles, whether they 
be outward or within. However, to peel back the 
top layer of your heart and allow someone to truly 
see the depths of what you’re going through can be 
terrifying. For many of us, Growth Groups can be 
that release. I have witnessed over this last year that 
our Youth Group is one of those places for many 
students. It’s tough being a teenager. Aside from the 
crazy emotional swings and social pressures, not 
feeling accepted is a widely dealt with problem for 

students. I have heard many stories this year from different students about their struggles. The beautiful 
thing about Aldersgate is that vulnerability and grace is indoctrinated from the top down. I believe in 
creating a safe and inviting atmosphere for 6th-12th Grade students, where they will not feel judged and can 
be pointed toward the Holy Spirit and scripture for faith and guidance. 
      Our Sunday night activities have resumed. We meet from 5:00 to 7:30 p.m. for worship, games, and a 
meal. If you would like to know more, please contact Daniel Mathis at youth@aldersgateabilene.org or (325) 
370-5332 or Phoebe Head at (830) 708-5703. — Daniel Mathis



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Clay Meadows
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Ken Schmidt
Alice Shaw
Delmon Wilson

Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Mary Buckner
Millie Speed
Sarah Doucette

Presence                       9.20.2015

Budget for 2015 = $808,647.00
Received This Week = $12,383.11
Received This Month-to-Date = $42,225.10
Received Year-to-Date = $571,295.54
2015 Faith Promise Pledge = $41,819.00
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $34,031.52
Total Playground Pledges & Donations = $75,595.00

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Traditional Service = 178
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service = 173

Total Worship = 351
Sunday School = 178

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free 
childcare is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi



by Pastor Amy
We invite you to 
read Eat This Book: A 
Conversation in the Art 
of Spiritual Reading by 
Eugene H. Peterson. If 
you would like a copy, 
please call the church 
office at 672-7893, or make a note on 
the Welcome Card, and we will order 
a copy for you. The price is $15. Grace 
and Peace!
  —  Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

In the World            

Sun:    
Mon:  
Tue:   
Wed:  
Thur:  
Fri:    
Sat:      
How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

Below you will find a list of sermon 
related passages and a list of passages 
that will take you through the Bible in 
a year. Please consider reading both 
each day as we continue to grow in our 
knowledge of God’s word.  

Genesis 30-31
Genesis 32-34
Genesis 35-37
Genesis 38-40
Genesis 41-42
Genesis 43-45
Genesis 46-47

In the spirit of the early Methodists, we 
are inviting you to read I John in one of 
several different ways during this 
sermon series (August 30 - October 3). 
1) Read the whole book every day.  
2) Read a chapter a day for five days out
    of the week.  
3) Read the same chapter daily for a 
     week. 
Any of these options will give you deep 
exposure to the book in the Bible that 
the early Methodists believed to be 
most important.

   Sermon Passages

     Chronological Bible Readings

   Summer brought such richness to the Open 
Door Community Garden (South 19th and 
Amarillo) — fresh produce, delicious cook-
outs, family friendly activities and so much 
more! 

    If you have not yet seen the article about our garden in the Fall 2015 
issue of Abilene Living magazine, I encourage you to check it out. 
You can find it online at www.hometown-living.com. What a joy is 
it to offer the beauty and resources of the garden to our neighbors as 
a free gift — as free as the grace of God. 
  Plans for another beautiful time of planting in the spring and 
harvesting in the summer are underway for 2016, and I look forward 
to telling you more about that soon.
    A friend of mine just told me that she cannot crawl into an unmade 
bed if she really wants to get a good night’s sleep. The fall is a time 
to make the bed of our garden, so to speak, so that soil (and the 
workers!) can enjoy a season of rejuvenating rest. 
   You have the opportunity to help prepare for this rest in a unique 
and exciting way!
   On Sunday, October 18, you are invited to come to the worship 
services in your work clothes and then walk over to the garden for a 
time of fellowship and service in this area of our mission field. We’re 
calling this event Worshiping with Heart and Hands, and volunteers 
of all ages are welcome to participate as we pull the plants, till the soil 
and spread hay over the ground. The work will take place in shifts, 
with the first shift taking place after Sunday School at 11:15 a.m. and 
the other commencing after a free lunch after the second service 
ends. That’s right! The order of the day will not be all work and no 
play. Our time together will include a delicious lunch of pulled pork 
sandwiches prepared by our very own Pastor Steve.
      Nothing could be closer to the heart of the gospel than a community 
of believers that commits to worshiping together, eating together, 
and working together in one afternoon for the sake of sharing God’s 
love with our neighbors in real and tangible ways.
    Thanks be to God for the divine work we continue to witness in our 
mission field, and thanks be to you for your willingness to partner 
with our Creator in such restorative work in our world.  Grace and 
Peace!


